TUESDAY JULY 26 – XVII WEEK O. T. [C]
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The eternal separation between the righteous and the unrighteous, between those who obeyed the Gospel and their conscience and, instead, those who obeyed neither the Gospel nor their conscience – the obedience to conscience is only for those who have never known the Gospel, for it has never be announced to them – is essential, primary, fundamental both of the Old and of the New Testament. Here is what the prophet Malachi cries:
You have wearied the LORD with your words, yet you say, "How have we wearied him?" By your saying, "Every evildoer is good in the sight of the LORD, And he is pleased with him"; or else, "Where is the just God?" (Mal 2,17). You have defied me in word, says the LORD, yet you ask, "What have we spoken against you?" You have said, "It is vain to serve God, and what do we profit by keeping his command, And going about in penitential dress in awe of the LORD of hosts? Rather must we call the proud blessed; for indeed evildoers prosper, and even tempt God with impunity." Then they who fear the LORD spoke with one another, and the LORD listened attentively; And a record book was written before him of those who fear the LORD and trust in his name. And they shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, my own special possession, on the day I take action. And I will have compassion on them, as a man has compassion on his son who serves him. Then you will again see the distinction between the just and the wicked; Between him who serves God, and him who does not serve him. For lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble, And the day that is coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root nor branch, says the LORD of hosts. But for you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays; And you will gambol like calves out of the stall  and tread down the wicked; They will become ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day I take action, says the LORD of hosts.“(Mal 3,12-21). This truth is thus proclaimed by the prophet Daniel: “"At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your people; It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began until that time. At that time your people shall escape, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; some shall live forever, others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace. But the wise shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament, And those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever.” (Dan 12,1-3). If we abolish this truth, the entire revelation is deprived of its truth of essence.
The entire New Testament, from the Gospel according to Matthew to the Revelation of Saint John the Apostle, is this truth: “Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." (Mt 3,10-12).  “Then he said to me, "Do not seal up the prophetic words of this book, for the appointed time is near. Let the wicked still act wickedly, and the filthy still be filthy. The righteous must still do right, and the holy still be holy." "Behold, I am coming soon. I bring with me the recompense I will give to each according to his deeds. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." Blessed are they who wash their robes so as to have the right to the tree of life and enter the city through its gates. Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the unchaste, the murderers, the idol-worshipers, and all who love and practice deceit.” (Rev 22,10-15). Eternal, universal, unmodifiable, immortal truth. Most pure truth of the Holy Spirit.
Let us read the text of Mt 13,36-43
Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples approached him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." He said in reply, "He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned (up) with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear.
If we do not build up our faith on the rock of the Word of the Lord, our house will collapse. Everything that is built on the word of man will collapse. Even the Church, if we continue to build it on the word of man, will have no future. It has future because the Holy Spirit always inspires people to build it on the most pure Word of the Lord. May the Mother of God help us. We want to build the Church on the Word of God.
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